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Anne Lange
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
Natianal Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

VIA FACSIMILE 301-713-0596
Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action
organization representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a
member of the RFA, I respectfully urge NMFS 10 keep the EEZ closed to striped bass
fishing. ‘

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already
occurring in the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal
migrations of striped bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish
are large breeders. During these migrations, stopers aggregate on bottom features that
hold forage and use these areas as winter feeding grounds. This makes large numbers of
bass vulnerable to commercial fishing gear such as gillnets, small and large mesh trawls,
mid-water trawls and pair trawls. On the water observations have shown that there is
already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ due to commercial
bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan
states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the stock. Many of the
striped bass in the EEZ are larger females. Lifting the moratorium would place an
increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish, which Amendment & seeks to
enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be threatened,

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal
communities to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS
to continue the striped bass harvest moratorium in the EEZ indefinitely or until time in
which we more clearly understand the consequences of its removal.

Respectfully Submitsed,
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federzal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Doar Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) 13 a nanonah grassmms political action organization
representing individual sport fishers p As a member of the RFA, 1

respectfully urge NMES 10 keep thﬂi_l_«;;_closed_tostﬁpad.bass.ﬁshing._m ——
e ——,
lFiré‘E,‘Nl\‘{FS/must—a&c—Imss the cemwm:apwmsmm_ is already occurrmg_w___

"fﬁggﬁzﬁaﬁre OpeTinE these waters 1o directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
mewmmm&w jal nets, On the water
wwwmwﬁmmem 15 already a significant amnunLnﬂsmpcd.bassh__Malltzl_n,
duye to comrc:tal byca____ILwQuld nrot be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish.
which Amendment 6 secks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

Furthermorg, an open ha i 1 ing—paortali
to ex&ced the t,a_rggm_set_m_mnend.mmx_ﬁ Increased effort and landmgs in the EEZ could then result
i more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimuin size

limits, reduced bag timits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectiully Submitted,
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Anne Lange
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 7130596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already oceurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to direcied fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Aslantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
ohservations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch, It would rot be appropriate {0 remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. |

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the ong-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. - :

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

in more restrictive management heasures for récreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunitics for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable 1o the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorinm in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,
 Signature : ‘
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Chief, State-Federsdl Fisheries Dnvmm

Difice of Sustainable Fisherics

Mational Marine Fisheries Service

1215 Basi-West Highway, Room 13317
© Kilver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301 7130596

Dear Mg, Lange:

Tke Recreations] Fishing Alliance (R¥FA} is a nationsl, grassroots political action organization
representing individoal sport fshermen and the sport fishing industry, As 2 menber of the RFA, §
respectfully urge NMFS 1o keep the EEZ rloged to siviped bass fiching,

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycateh of striped bass that is alresdy cocurring in
the BEZ hefore openiig these watgrs to direcled fiskeries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass ocowr anmially in the Mid-Arlantic BFEZ ard maoy of these fish are large breeders, During these
migrations, latge nubers of bass are particularly volnerable 1o commerciai nets, On the water
ohservations have shown that there is already o sipnificant amount of stiped bass movtality in the
EEZ cjm: to conungreal bvateh. It would not be appropriate 10 remove the MOFALOrim until this is
addyessed

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Liftmg the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment & seeks 0o enhance. Thos, the long-ternt sustanability of the stock would be
threatened.

Furthermoie, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could couse the fishing moriality rate
o exceed the targels sel i) Amendrment 6. Incressed effort and landings in the BEY, couid then yesult
in mnore restrictive management measores for récreational fishermen $ich i Higher miliifm sl
lumits, reduced bag s, sod shoner seasons which would surely add up 0 lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector,

Strined bass are far 100 vaiuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communiies 1o
be compromised by opﬁ:nmg the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMES 10 continue the striped buss
harvest moratonium in the BEZ.

Res -pﬁctfuu},«' Submitted.
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Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Setvice

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

bear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grasstoots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA,
respectfully urgc NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to siriped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters 10 directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atiantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulperable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ duc to commercial bycatch. It wonld not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until ths is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of oider, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in MOtE restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher mininmum size
Limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing secter and coastal communities to
be comprommised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to contipue the striped bass
harvest moratotium m the EEZ. :

Respectfully Submitted,

Sipnature
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Anne Lange
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

Nartional Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:
The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization

representing individual spost fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the FEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occiir annually in the Mid- Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the refative Jack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorum would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustamability of the stock would be
threatened.

Furthermore, ati open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in'miote restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such 45 highier i size -

limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter scasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. : :

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fishesies Division
Office of Sustginable Fisheries_
Nattonal Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-05%96

Dear Ms. Lange:

. The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing, :

First, NMFS must address the commmercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ, and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets, On the water
observations have shown that there is already a sigriificant amount of striped bass mottality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would pot be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are coneerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amepdment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock wonld be
threatened. '

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
—. _ 10 exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and Jandings in the EEZ could then result
I more restrictive management measures for recreatiopal fishermen such. as higher minigmm size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorinm in the EEZ.

R?Sumﬁmm,

Ul

Signat'ura ” - /
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Snstainable Fisheries.
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMFES to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commmercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. Dhiring these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to comimercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifiing the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance: Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continve the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,
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Arnne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway. Room 13317
Silver Spring, MDD 20810

Fax (301) 713-0396

Dear Ms. Lang,e

The Recreational Fishing Alance (RFA) i5 a national, grassroots political action organization -
representing individual sport fisherroen and the sport fishing indusiry. As a member of the REA, §
respectfilly urge NMFS 10 keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMF3 must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurting in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders, During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particulatly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amoun: of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove: the moratoriurm until this is -
addressed. /

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorivm would place an increased pressurc on the siock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the lopg-term sustainability of the steck wouid be -
threatened. ’

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the BEEZ could cavse the fisting mortakity rate
. toexceed the targets set in Amendment 6, Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
T ibre testrictive management roeasures-for recreational-fishertpen such-as higher minimamasize -
limits, reducad bag Limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities io
be compromised by opening the EEZ 1gly urge NMFS to continue the siriped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Sigl;aturt \ \ ’t
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Anne Lange

Chicf, State-Federal Fishenes Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service -

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Spring, MD 20910
Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange;

Zip

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a natlonal grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ, before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, Jarge numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to cormmercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that thers is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to conmercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is

addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there arc concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratotium would place an increased pressure on the stock of oider, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 s.t:eks to enhance. Thns, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

threatened,

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cavse the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum sizé
Lirnits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the

recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromased by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass

harvest moratotium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Subrmitted,

%W%
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Anpe Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fishenes Setvice
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is 4 national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occufring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality m the
EEZ due 1o cormmercial bycatch. It would pot be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Sccond, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustaipability of the stock would be
threatened. -

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in moTe Testrictive management ineasures for récfeational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to jost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. ‘

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal commnities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly nrge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ,

Respectfilly Submitted,

e
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Pederal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spong, MD» 20910

Fax {301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully nrge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the conumercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurting in
the EEZ before opening these waters 10 directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets, On the water
observations have shown that there s already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. I would not be appropriate to xemove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative Jack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. - ‘ ‘

‘ Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set m Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then resuit
in more restrictive anagement measuzes for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal compmiities (o
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. ‘

Respectfully Submitted,

Signature lfy q?
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Anne Lange :

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Aftiance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fisherroen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the REA, I
respecifully urge NMFS 10 keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing,

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are larze breeders. During these
mgrations, Jarge numbers of bass are particularly volrerable to comrnercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendiment 6 states, there are concerns abour the relative lack of larzer fish in the
stock, Lifting the moratoriurn would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. :

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the ftshing mortality rate

to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add vp to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valnable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS 10 continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,

o

Signature
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1313 East-West Hichway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms Lange: |

The Recreatiopal Fishing Allisnce (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectilly urge NMFS 10 keep the EEZ closed o striped bass fishing. :

Fixst, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occuiring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic FEZ, and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
mugrations, large numbers of bass are particularly valnerable to commercial nets. On the water -
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would oot be appropriate to remove the moratorinm natil this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish mn the
stock. Lifting the moratorinm would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

. Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could canse the fishing mortality rate
10 exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings m the EEZ could then resuk

T I Iore TEStCTvE IR e IR Ieasres- for recreational-fishermen-such as mgher-minimum size—

limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to Jost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. .

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal commmmities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time, 1 steongly urge NMFS to continue the siriped bass
barvest moratorium in the EEZ.
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Anne Lange

Chief, State.Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action Ofganization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA._ I
respectfully urge NMFS 1o keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

. First, NMFS must address the commercial bycaich of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ, and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vuinerable to corumercial pets. On the water

observations have shown that therc is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commmercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is

addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance, Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ, could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minirmum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitied,

IFiSH ¢« 1 VOTE

10/28/2003 09:07AM



168.-27 2863 21:53 HMFS SF Z81-713-0596 + 953014272515 HO. 923 P15
SEP-15-28H3 16:37 F WL RIL

: Mz Philiy Fowley -
From: ‘p& 7Croydon De. - n
T .. NomhMemitle vy 11566 0

" Address

City ' Swmte  Zip

Anne {ange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. La_mge

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfolly urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycsateh of striped bags that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur anpually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of hasg are particularly vainerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality i the
EEZ due to commercial bycarch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment ¢ states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendroent 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive mamagement measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag lirnits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. :

Stripad bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. T strongly urge NMFS to contiue the striped bass
harvest moratorinm in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,

[y St
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fishenes Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

FﬂK (301) ?13 0595

Dear Ms Lange

The Recreational Fishing Afliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMFES to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing,

First, NMFES must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters 10 directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large nimbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, Yarger fish,
which Amendment 6 secks to enhance. Thus, the long-term snstainability of the stock would be
threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of stnpcd bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mnrtahty rate
to excee:d the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
~ in more restrictive management measures for récreational fisheren such as higher minimom §ze™
 limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up 1o lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector,

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to contipue the striped bass

harvest moratorium in the EEZ.
Respectinlly Subrmtted,
5 nre

IFISH « 1VOTE
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Anpe Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

MNational Marime Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots poltical action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a reember of the RFA, T
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycateh of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality m the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium unti this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 staies, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 secks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainabihty of the stock would be
threatened. -

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could canse the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher mintmum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. :

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMFES to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,

21 Tl
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Gilver Spring, MP 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms, Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (REA) is a national, prassIoots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a mesber of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the FEZ closed to striped bass fishing-

First, NMFES must address the commercial bycatch of suriped bass that i already oceurring in
the EEZ before opening these wateTs 1O directed fisheties. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
Tigrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already 2 significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate 10 fEMOVE the moratorium untl s i5
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are CONCEIS about the relative lack of larger fish in the
gtock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, Jarger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks 10 enhance. Thus, the jong-ierm sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. - :

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in mote testrictve mAnagement Measures for recreational fishermen such as higher ininum size
limits, reduced bag Yirmits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to Jost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable 1o the recreanonal fishing sector and coastal corpmurnities to
be compromused by opening the EEZ at this tine. 1 strongly urge NMES to continue the striped bass
parvest moratQriu in the EEZ. ‘

Respectfully Subrmitted,

Signarure
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Anne Lange .
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Setvice

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

[ Fax (301) 713-0596

” Dear Mz, Lange-:m

The Recreationat Fishing Alfiance (RFA) 1s a national] grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As 2 member of the RFA, 1
respoctfully urge NMFES to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these watcts 1o directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of stnped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerabie o commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significast anpount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate| to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment © states, there are concerns apout the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased presgure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term stainability of the stock would be
threatensd.

Furthermore, an open harvest of stiped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targers set in Amendment 6. Increased effort d landings in the EEZ could then result
} -ipr roore Festrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as hgher mininmm sizxe-
Bisits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far oo valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coasial communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly firge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,

oS
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- Amne Lange

- Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
‘National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
_Silver Spring, MD 20910 |
L Fax(30D) 7150596 . . .

Dear Ms. Lange; | . R o —
| ' The Recreationat Fisl:_ﬁz_a'g Aliance (RFA) is a national, grasstoots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, ]
respectfully urge NMFS 1o keep the EEZ closed io striped bass fishing, : L

. First, NMFES must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that ig already occurring in
the EEZ before operiing these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
. bass occur annually in the Mid-Adantic EEZ and many of these fish arc large breeders. During these
- migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vainerable to. commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate {0 Temove the moTatorium until this is
' Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative Jack of larger fish in the
stock. Liiting the moratoriain would Place ap increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustaipability of the stock would be
threatencd. ‘ L - I )
: . Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate .
{0 exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased ffort and taidings in the EEZ. could then tesult - .
in mote resitictive Management measuros for recreational fishcrmen such as higher minitmim size
. bmits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would sorely add up to lost opportunities for the
- recreational fishing sector, o L R S
- - Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities o
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time, 1 sirongly urge NMES 1o continue the striped bags

* harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

' Reépcc tfully Submit_ted,

.lf,f“¢{0/28/2003' 09:07AM
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0396

Dear Ms. Lange: _

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a nationz |, grassroots pobtical action organization
tepresenting individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing indusiry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occinting in
the EEZ, before opening these waters to directed fisheries. E rtensive coastal migrations of siriped
bass occur annuaily in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of th:se fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large mumbers of bass are particularly vulnerable ta commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant a jioumt of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriat : to remove the moratorivm uotil this 1s
addressed.

Secomnd, as Amendment 6 states, there are CONCerns ibout the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock, Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pres ture of the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to cnhance. Thus, the long-term iystainability of the stock would be
threatened. :

Furthermore, an open harvest of siriped bass in the 1'EZ conld cause the fishing mortality rate
1o exceed the targets set in Amendment 6, Increased effort d landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fit hermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons Which would -urely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable 1o the recreational | ishing sectoy and coastal communities 1o
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. ] strongly arge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. :

Respectfully Submutted,

N ‘ V\}tiﬂﬂf/\
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Axnne Lange : -
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Figheries

National Marine Fisheries Service -
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20010

Fax (301) 713-0596

- Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectiully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extentsive coastal mugrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are laroe bresders. Dunng these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vuinerable t0 commerciai nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to conunercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. '

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorinm would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. :

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could canse the fishing mortality rate
10 exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreationd! fishermen such as higher minimum size _
limits, reduced bag &imits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreationsl fishing sector. ‘

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to

be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS 1o continue the striped bass

barvest moratorium in the EEZ.

IFISH ¢« IVOTE
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Anne Lange ' ‘
Chief, Staje-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Manne Fisheries Service

1315 Bast-West Highway, Room 13317
$ilver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alfliance (RFA) 15 a pational, grassroots political action organization
represeming mdividual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully nrge NMES 1o keep the EEZ cesed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFES nust address the copmercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waiers to directed fisheries. Extensive ¢O astal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly wulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already @ significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate 10 TEMOVE the moratoriom until this is

addressed. ‘

. Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns ahout the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorinm would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks o aphance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. . '

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped. bass In the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets sei in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive managerment measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimuim $ize
Yinits, reduced bag lomts, and shorter seasons which would sarely add up ta lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector-

Striped bass are far 100 valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMES 10 continue the siriped bass
harvest moratoriom in the EEZ.

. _..--"""'F !
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West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301)

Dear Ms. T
Th
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713-0596

Lange:

Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is & national, grassroots political action organization
individuat sport fishcrmen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA., 1

respectiully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.
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commercial bycatch. Tt would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Diviston
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-D396

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action orgamization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing induostry. As a member of the RFA. T
respectfuily urge NMF$ to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid- Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particalarly vulperable to commercial nets. On the water
observations bave shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendraent 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhanee. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

Farthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate

to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
n more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size

limits, reduced bag Jimits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities o
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this tirmne. I strongly urge NMFES to continne the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,

LN i e

IFISH + 1 VOTE

51 gﬂamre

10/28/2003 09:078M



L9258 P27
HMMFS SF 3081-713-B396 + 93814272515 HO. 92

51894588439 POGE Bl
. MAX
P19/ 2AR3  B5:59 61934884393 RE T T T e e — e

1827 2803 21:53

Post-it™ brand fax transmittal memo 7674 F‘uf pages » .

T

= e ﬂ?f___ anmL-ﬁ\.u -:Dﬂ- e,
A Wed Ry co. r
' From A€win _H @e e¥ Fegron Sostimdl, Lok T Gl -S4 . 7325
o hestn it J—]’L R I i T D T

' dt;ef}er'g,ﬁﬂr‘d ifa, [ G o™

City 7 / State  Zip

FNG/63

Anne Lange
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service -

1315 East-West Highway, Room 133174
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:.

The Recreational Fishine Alliance (RFA) is a pational, grassroots political action otganization
represeniing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, T
respectfully urge NMFS t0 keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. :

. First, NMFS must address the conmercial bycatch of striped bass that js already oceurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries, Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur anmually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ, and many of these fish are Jarge breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particniarly vudnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium untif this is
addrcssed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there arc concerns about the relative Jack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorinm would place an increased pressute on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
1o exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings m the EEZ could then result

Striped bass are far too valable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal Comumunities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
karvest moratoriom in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fishenes

National Maripe Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing indjvidual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMFS 10 keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFES must address the commercial bycateh of striped bass that is already occurring
the EEZ hefore opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass oceur anpually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of straped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycateh. It would not be appropcrmte to remove the moratorivm until ths 15
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the

- stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
‘which Amendment 6 seeks to enbance. Thus, the long-1erm sustainability of the stock would be

threatened.
Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could causc the fishing mortzﬂl[y rate

to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EREZ could then result

in more restrictive management measures [or recreational fishermen such as higher mninim siz¢ "~
limits, reduced bag lirmits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opporﬁumnea for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. ] strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium m the EEZ. '

Respectfully Submitted,
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